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OfT the ground and on the run. Much to Jay's and my surprize, thiz Econ0
thinz haz taketi of . Jav'z azsorted contacts have had a very high percent return
rate, our one publiched ad haz paid for itself, and all the responses have been very
enthusiaztic. We have members from all over the US., a good mix of restore vs.
customize, old vz, youne, and (not to sound sexist, but I was surprised) a few women.
[tz GREAT! Now to make it work in a tangitle fashion.

For starters, Jav and I figured that we each have our own personasl 10-most-
wanted-partz-list. These are things that each of us needs t0 get our little babies
restored to the Nth dJegree, optioned 1o the Nth degree, or, for sotne people, running.
These lists change with time, and very frof person 1o person, region to region. As
an examgple. Jav and I sat down and tried to come up with ten (in our subjective

opinion} of the rarest Ecotioline goodies. These items are rare for different reasons.

Most were options, some were expensive and therefore not ordered often, sand some
were easily removed, broken., or worn out. As far az we know, none of these are
availiab-le NOZ. These teti are definitely tiot the only rare goodies, we're leaving out
lotz of other items. and. just because we list item 1 first, it's not the rarest on the 1ist
It's the first one we thought of.

1. Tinted window glass. In window vans and pickups, this included the vent
window and door witidow, the side glass and back door glass (vans). and the corner
and rear glass (pickups). Also available (still is, aftermarket) and rare, although not
necessarily part of the same package, was atinted windshield with a dJarker tinted
stripe acrozs the wp.

2. Day/night rearview mirror. These are listed as an option. but neither Jay
nor I have seen one.

3. Pickup short tailgates. Due to poor design, Econoline tailgates in general
collect water and rust out at the bottom edge, making good ones hard to find. This
option adlowed one to drof the gate all the way down and not hit the ground when
backing into loading d-:v*l'., ete.

4. Folding driver's seat. Different from the pull-out passenger swing seat, this
waz availatle to allow eazier access to the battery. Looks and feel: like a regular seat.

5. Instruction sticker for automatic. Jay and I have only seen one of these, but
it went on the cover of the shift indicator, and told one how to use the 014 "green dot”
automatic transmission.

6. Round head, pedestal mount side view mirrors. Statidard for doth vans and
pickups, 1961-mid 1964(7); wes optional on the right side for pickups. Something
abtout the way Ford mounted all the low-mount mirrors, we've seen 1ots of o1d holes,




3o Thiz tip comes from John Grasso. & member who lives on the Eazt coact and
as wered that Econotine small gix motor mounts apparently rust out back there.
After not beinis atle to find one, Johin made hiz own frowm Uand L angle iron. A

Ut e 0w realize how tough a time you folks back east have. Neither Jay nor I have
eet & cmall eix motor mount arm fail due to rust (incorreast V& mounting-that's
different) atnd those mounts are throw-away items earily availiable to us. Now there's
two zolutions: fabricate like Johin did, or have someone out west send youone. Parts
atid helg! I'love it

Time for me 10 tarn things over to Jay for a while. This month we’ll starton
thoze modifications we talked about in the application. One (if not the) mozst
frequently asked questions we hear concerns the limitatiotis of the light-duty rear
axle and what to do atout it. Jay ‘s srticle helps with that. The next article continues
the produstion information, covering serial numbers, paint codes, and D.S.0. codes.
We'll finizh up with ¢lsszifieds and a membership roster. I won't have room in each
newzletter 1o include a new roster, so we'll give you the new members each
nevwsletter and put out a comprehenzive roster with the Feb /March newsletter (the
1azt one for thiz "vear”). Next monith we'll try to cover a conversion to the 1967 duad
msazter brake unit for the non-67 models, continue the production stuff, and then see
how much room we hiave 1eft for our othier ideas. Here's Jay.

TUSTALLIYE A FRAVY BUTY RRND AWLR Y
1961-1067 BEORELLNE

The standard light duty axle in the early Econolines leaves a bit to be desired in
term?s of reliabilty, ease of service, and choice of gear ratios. The most obviouz choice
for replacement comes frofi the Econioline itself, since a heavy duty axle was offered
from 19675 10 1967 a2 an optionn. This unit is the well known Ford 9-inch axle, so called
because of the diameter of the ring gear. By comparizon, the ring gear of the light
dury axle 1z 7 inches in diameter. This i 8 true bolt in swap and a very wide range of
gear ratios iz available, atleast 2.50:1 10 4 571, whereas the light dJuty axle was only
available in 3.50:1 or 400:1. For the small six engines, 3.25 to 3.50:1 seems about right,
depending onn your needs (smaller for freeway; taller for loads and town ). For the big
six engine or V8 conversions, 5.00:1 10 3.25:1 seems QK.

The 9-inch axle is easily identified sifice it has no rear access cover. Instead,
the entire gearset untbolts as a unit and ic removed from the front of the housing.
Gearsets from almost any Ford or Mercury passenger car or light truck from 1957 to
the 1ate 1970's will fit, the only exception being some of the high performatice or
truck gearsets which had 31 spline axle shafis. The standard axles had 2t splines.
While the housing is unique to the Econoline only, axle shafts and bearings will
interchange with some passenger cars as well.

The installation details vary from year to yesr depending on the engine size
and transmission which will be used.

For the 1961 and 1952 Econoline a bolt in driveshaft is not available. A custom
drivezhaft cann be made up by most machine shops. Perhaps a better solution is to
install the 1963-64 transmission. Thiz is 8 much stronger gearbox and is
synchronized into first gear. This transmission has a fixed yoke instead of the slip
joifit that the 61-62 box has. The driveshaft for this combination is the one from the
196%5-64 Heavy-Duty model. Other parts needed for the conversion are the U-bolts,
rear brakes and drums from the Heavy-Duty axle and the correct speedometer driven
gear for the axle retio used.

For the 1963-64 Econoline simply bolt in the heavy axle with the parts listed



tut few wirrors. Chrome of this shape 12 even touzher to find.

7. Deluxe Clut: Wagon tlue or 1an padded dazh. Padded daches in general kinda
ook it in the shorts, being in s place that gets baked, thingzes set, spilled, or melted ot
them. Tocap itoff, there just weren’t many blue or tan one:s mads.

5. Deluxe wheel coverz. Stvlez of theze varied from year 1o year, apparetitlv,
atid zome were the same 88 sofae passenger ¢ars. The one specific one we're sure of iz
thie 1965 deluxe pickups and vatis ured the Falcon ¢ar spinfier hubcap in both 13 and
14 in<h fizes.

9. Dagenham 4-speed wransmission. Everyone ktiows about this one because
the repair books (even Chiltoni's) devote space to these. Both the transmission and
the linkagze seemed to give problems, so, often they've been replaced with 3-speed
traqismissions.

10. Anvihing from a Mercury Econolitie. Definitely aregional protlem here,
but also a production numbers and rusty death problem. Jay recently figured out
that Mercury of Canada produced some Econoline-shaped vans. One is rumoured to be
runfiing around the Bay Area here, but Jay and [ haven't seen it. Any of the items
that make otie different from 8 regular Econoline would be rare in our judgement.

. The nice thing about 10 most wanted lists is that thev convert easily into Parts
Wanted clazzified ads. See the Econoline Classifieds for three examples, and send me
vours. Parts 12 the reason we're here!l

Another reazon we're here ic 10 help each other out. [ thought I'd try to toss
cutafew tips that Jav and [ have found, or that members have sent in, each month.
Here's three.

1. Something that I found on v pickup and on another pickup in a yard, both
of which were owned by Pacific Gaz & Electric (PG&E), a northern California utility.
Seems their mechanics also found that the nuts that hold the belly pans (that piece of
chest metal that runs tetween the bottom of the radiator and the bottom front of the
truck for cooling purposes) on twealk off after onlv so many removals. Their solution
was touze some of the speed nuts like thoze used on the radiator support bracket
instead of reaching through the grill, brazing the nut back on, or plain old
dizcarding the pati.

2. Javand I have known for & while that the bushings where the shift rods go
through the frame bulkheads are usually kaput and create a hair-raising screech
when bare rods scrape bare metal when shifting. What we didn’t know, and that Jay
recently dizcovered, is that the bushing in the bulkhead for the emergency brake
atid |, in automatics, the Kickdown, is the zame and is rarely worn through.
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above wing the Heavy- Duty driveshaft frof a 63-64 truck with the zame
1

IS missing.

For the 1965-67 Econaline it is also & matter of simply bolting in the heavy duty
partz. The driveshadt maust be from & truck with the 170 engine. See the drivechaft

chiart telow,

The drivezhaft must be from a truck with the same transmiszion as the truck it
iz teing installed in &2 the length iz different for 3 speed, 4 speed, and automatic

ores.

Econolitie Driveshafts:

19635-64/144,170
1365-67 /170,200

Autc 1964 only
3-speed 1965-67

Tear Engine Trans Duty Front Eear Ref#*
Yoke Yoke
1961-62/144,170 3-speed Light slgp small 1
1965-64 /144,170 3-speed Light small small Z
3-zpeed Heavy snall large 3
4-speed Light small small 4
4-speed Heavy small large 5
1964 /170 Auo Light small small 6
Ao Heavy small large ?
1965-67 /170,200 SG-zpeed Light small smadl 2
F-zpeed Heavy stall large 3
Auto Light small smalil 6
Autn Heavy small large 7
1965-67 /240 - 3-zpeed All large large 8
AUtO All large large S
Drivezshaft fieeded for HD. axle:
Year/Enzine Transmission Ref #
1961-62/144,170 3-speed 1961-62 none; must fabricate
1961-62/144,170 3-speed 1963-64 3
1961-62/144,170 Auto 1964 only 7
1961-62/144,170 4-speed 1963-64 5
19635-64/144,170 3-speed 3
1965-64 /144,170 4-speed 5
5
3
7

1965-67 /170,200

speedometer Correction

oo

Auto 1965-67

011 Ford vehicles itis a simgple matter to change the speedometer calibration
after chenging gesr ratio or tire size. The driven gear on the transmission end of the



lifting of1 the clip located at the base of the gear, and sliding the gesr off the end of
the catle. Reinstall tv reversing thiz procesz. The drive gear in the transmission
doer ot need 0 be chianiged to wwaks the correction. To determine the correct driven
zear, ane of the two formulas below should be used. If the speedometer was correct
with the ariginal gear ratio, use the first formula s2d round off 10 the nearest whole
rinmter 1o find the correct number of teeth on the driven gear. If the speedometer
was inaarreat or the original gear ratio was not known, install whatever gear is
available and check the speedometer against one which iz knowts to be correct. Use
the indicated zpeed anid the true speed in the second formuls to determine the
number of teeth on the driven gear. Again, round off to the nearest whole number.

#1.  *of teeth = {originsl * of teeth) x {(new gear ratio)
original gear ratio

2 * of teath = {originsl * of teeth ) ¥ (indicated speed)
true speed

FROGEUCTINY DRORBLAYR IOR

Thiz month I'll continue with more information on decoding the mysterious
Econoline data plates. Serial numbers, dates of production, paint codes, and interior
trim ¢odes will be covered. Once the numbers are out of the way, we will be able to
geton with more neat things. I just want 1o get all the numbers out in the open so
there iz no doubt when we talk about a certainl year or model.

The serisl numbers are located in at least two places on the Econolines. The
data plate on the Arivers door framme (61-62) or door rear face (63-67) carries the
number. If yvour data plate iz missing, dJoti't fret. 0n most 1961-65 vans and all
pickups. the tiamtber is stamped on the zhield for the right rear tsillizht (some early
models were stamped on the left). On 1966-67 vans, the number iz stamped on the top
surface of the tranismiszion tuntiel. The number i alzo stamped o some {(years?)
vehicles under the front section of the enginie box on the floor. The front piece must
be removed 1o find it, snid all the goo scraped away. The month snd year of
produstion cani be determined from the seriadl number by comparing it to the tables
below.

Paint codes are also located on the data plate. There were some variations on
the name? of some ¢olors from yvear to vear. Also, other colors ¢could be special
ordered. These will have 1o paint ¢code and will have a 6-digit number in the DSO
location on the data plate. The first two numbers are the district the vehicle was
ordered from; the last four are the order number.

The interior trim <ode is located in the " body” space on the data plate for 1964-
67 vehicles. A number designiates standard vinvl upholstery and a letter is for the
deluxe upholstery.

SERIAL NUMEERS

MODEL YEAE MONTH YEAR NUMBERS

1951 OCT 60 100,001-109,999
NOV 110,000-119,999
DEC 120.000-129,999

JAN 61 130.000-132.999



1963

1964

FEE
MAR
APE
MAY
JUNE
JOLY
AUG

AUG
SEPT
oCcT
NOV
DEC
JAN
FEBE
MAR
APR
MAY
JUNE
JULY
AUG

AUG
SEPT
ocT
NOV
DEC
JAN
FEB
MAE
AFPR
MAY

JUNE

JULY
AUG

AUG
SEPT
0CT
Nov
DEC
JaN
FEE
MAR
APE
MAY
JUNE
JULY
AUG
SEPT

AUG
SEPT
ocT

61

64

140 .000-149,999
150,000-1559,993

190,000-199,999

2I10,000-204,999

205,000-209,999
210.000-219,999
220.000-229,999
230,000-2%9,999
240.000-243,999
250,000-259,999
260,000-269,999
270,000-279,999
260,000-289,993
290,000-293,999
300,000-309,999
310,000-319,999
320,000-324.999

325,000-329,999
3730.,000-339,999
340,000-349,999
350,000-359,999
360,000-369,999
370.000-379,999
3860,000-369,999
330,000-399,999
400,000-409,999
410,000-419,999
420.000-429,999
430,000-439,999
440,000-444,999

445,000-449,999
450,000-459,999
460.000-469,999
470,000-479,999
450,000-489,000
490,000-499,999
500,000-509,999
>10,000-519,999
520,000-529,992
530.000-539,999
540,000-549,999
550,000-559,999
560,000-569,999
570,000-579,999

580,000-587,999
586,000-599,999
600,000-611,999



INTEF IOFE TR IM CODES- 1964-67 only

NGOV
DEC
JAN
FEE
MAR
AFE
MAY
TUNE
TULY
AUG

AUG
SERT
ocT
nov
DEC
JAN
FEE
MAFR
APR
MAY
JIME
JULY
AUG

AUG
SEPT
ocT
NOV
DEC
JAN
FEE
MAR
APR
MAY
JUNE
JULY
ATUG
SEFT
ocT

6%

65

66

67

(g owIue T u s INNE IS NUNES I o34 )

Blue winyl
Green vinvl
Beige vinyl
Fed winvl

Elue woven placstic and Blue vinyl
Green woven plastic and Green vinyl
Beige woven plastic and Beige vinvl
Fed woven plastic and Red vinvl

612,000-6273,993
6£24,000-635,999
636, 000-647,999
648 000-659,999
660 000-671,999
R72.000-687,999
654, 000-635,999
696,000-707,999
705.000-719,999

20.000-731,999

T32,000-745,999
746,000-759,999
760,000-773,999
774,000-787,939
786,000-801,999
802.,000-515,99%
816,000-829,999
§30.000-543.999
844,000-857,999
§56,000-871,999
872.000-885,999
586,000-893,999
900,000-9173,999

AQ00,000-A13,999
A14,000-427,999
AZ6,000-441,999
442,000-A55,999
ASE6,000-AR9,999
A70,000-A873,993
AB4,000-A97,999
A93.000-E11,993
B1Z,000-B25,999
B26,000-B39,999
E40,000-B53,999
E54,000-B67,939
B6&,000-BE1,992
B&2.000-B3%5,99%
E96,000-B95,999



PaiNT CODED

TEAFE PAINT CODE

COLOE

REaven Elack
Carit-beatn Turquoise
Starlight Blue
Montecarlo Red
Holly Green
Corinthian White
Mint Green
Academy Blus
Goldenrad Yellow

¥ Twotone paint schemes wae available - any standsrd color may te combined with

Corinithists White,

1962
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Two totie - see tiote unider 1961
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1der 1961
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Two tonie -

b e e

Raven Black
Caribtean Turquoise
White

Medium Blue Metallic
Baffin Elue

Chrome= Yellow
RPangoon Red

Holly Green
Corinthian White
Honey Beige (Sandshell Beige)
Academy Blue
Goldenrod Yellow

Eaven Black
Caribbeat: Turquoize
Viking Blue (Medium Blue Metallic)
Rangoon Red

Holly Green
Corinthian White
Sanidshell Beige
Academy Blue
Driftwood (Gray)
Mint Green

Glacier Blue

Chrome Yellow

Raven Flack

Caritbean Turquoise

Viking Blue

Ranigoon Red

Holly Green

Corinthian White (Wimbledon White)
Sandshell Beige (Benuigal Tan, Navajo Eeige)
Academy Blus

Driftwood (Gray)



EOR R &

Mint Green (Pagoda Green )
White (Pure White)
Chrotae Yellow

Glacier Blue (Skvlight Blue)

Two tonne somadlatle with Corinthisn White commbined with any
standard color except Chirome Yellow or Pure White,
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Two wone - see note under 1964

1966
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Twio tone - see note under 1964

197
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Twi tone - see note under 1964

Rawven Elazk

Caribbean Turquoise

Pure White (Special White - RPO)

Chrome Yellow

Fatigoon Red

Navajo Beige (Tan)

Holly Green

Corifithian White (Wimtledon White)

Lt. Peacock (Tropical Turquoise)

Paloming Metadlic -

Chrome Yellow

Marlin Blue (Med. Blus)

Poppy Fed #¥ This color waz used on the Deluxe
pickups but was not listed in the Ford literature,
anvone know the official name or have more infi

Raven Elack

Caribbean: Turquoise

Pure White

Arcadian Blue (Lt Blue)
Chrome Yellow

Sshara Beige (Lt. Beige)
Rangoon Red

Holly Green

Wimtledon White

Med. Blue (Marlin Blue)

Med. Blue Metwallic (Viking Blue)
Lt Blue

Springtime Yellow (Lt. Yellow)

Raven Black

Frost Turquoise

Pure White

Med. Beige Metallic (Palomino)
Chrome Yellow

Rangoon Red

Holly Green

Wimbledonn White

Med. Blue Metallic

Med. Green (Lunar Green)

Lt. Beige (Pebble Beige)

DX. Blue (Harbor Blue)
Springtime Yellow



DISTRICT CORES (DI0) (DOMESTIC SPECIAL ORDER )

1951-62 wehiclez w1l have a numbter stataped here only if the vehicle waz specisl
ordered. Regsular prudu tion trucks will have a tlank.

1965-A7 vehicles will havwe a 2-digit district nutater for regular production vehicles

and af-digit numter for spec cial order vehiclez. On special orders, the first two
erz are the diztrict, and the last four sre the order number.

DIZTRICT CODES

12 Buftalo 34 Indianagpolis 61 Dallas
13 New York 5 Lanzing 62 Houston
14 Pittztursh 36 Louisville 63 Memphis

5 Newrark a3 EBuffalo 64 New (rleans
16 Philadelphia 36 Pittsburgh 65 Oklahoma City
17 Washington 41 Chicago 71 Loz Angeles
21 Atlanita 42 Fargo 72 San Jose
oz Chariotne 473 Rockford 61-66 73 Salt Lake City
23 Philadelphia 43 Milwaukes o7 74 Seattle
24 Jecksonville 44 Twin Cities 75 FPheoenix
25 Richmond 45 Davenport 81 Ford of Canada
6 Wachington 51 Detiver &3 Government
27 Cincinat 2 Dez Moines B4 Home Office Res.
o Louiswille 53 Katizaz City a5 Amer. RedCrosz
3 Buffalo 54 Omaha 89 Tranisport. Service
32 Cleveland 90-99 Export

ECONOLINE CLASSIFIEDS

WVanted: NOS or NORS: Vent window weather seals, front door weather seals, 6”
round side view mirrors (chrome preferred), tlue armrests, blue upholstery panels,
61-64 hutcaps (chrome preferredi{size?). tlue full-length vinyl coated floor mat.
For sale: Ford salec it in good cond: 1962 vans, 1954 vans, 1964 pickups, 1967
(early) vati/supervan /pickup, 1967 (late) ven /supervan /pickup. Rough used parts;
cardb for 144 <id 6 ¢v1., chrome locking glove box door, painted locking glove box
door. 1 pr. pickup tailgste srms w/ hinge brackets. Aversge (so0-so) used parts: 1967
240 engine crossmember, 1 pr. vent window top pivots., 19,000 BTU Wards floor
heater / defrozter (fitz E-100). All items above (?), $1.00 ea. + shipping. ContactD.W.
Engzlizh (see roster).

Yxllxng to share: 1966 shop matiual on mxcronche if I caty get it reproduced.
Contast Kathv Lucas (see roster).

¥anted: tinted window glass from front doors, clean tailgate, NOS vent window
gazket, one or two Mustang /Torino 5-slot Rally wheels , blue padded dash. blue padded
glove box dJoor. untroken ‘67 short van back-up light lenses. NOS molded cargo door
seals. 1 pair new or good used amber front turn signal lenses, info/lit/pictures/parts
relating to the Mercury version of the Econoline.

For sale/trade !vhatever. let me know what you need and I'll try to find it for vou
if I doni't already hawve it. Contact Jay Long (see roster). .




